The Attabad Lake Created By a Disaster
Hé Attabad dwoec tao nén tir mgt tham hea
1

The stunning blue colors of the beautiful lake, nestled among the peaks of the
Karakoram mountain range in northern Pakistan, belies its violent origin.

Mau xanh tuyét dep tuyét dep cua hé nuréc nép minh giiza nhiing dinh ndi thuge day
nli Karakoram ¢ mién bac Pakistan c6 nguyén do tzz mgt tham hoa tir nhién.,

Attabad Lake. Ho Attabad

(Lukas Bischoff Photograph/Shutterstock.com)

In January 2010, a massive landslide possibly triggered by an earthquake came
crashing down the mountains and buried the village of Attabad, in Hunza Valley, in
the Gilgit Baltistan region, about 760km away from Islamabad. Rocks and soil



dammed the the Hunza River’s drainage area which quickly filled to maximum depth
about 100m and created a new lake with its volume 306 mil.m?, killed 20 people,
caused displacing some six thousand people and damaging more than 20km of the
Karakoram Highway. This highway was the only connection to this remote region.
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Location of the Attabad lake on map.  Vj tri ho Attabad trén bdn do
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Satellite image of Attabad Lake on August 2011.
Anh vé tinh chup ho Attabad vao thang 8 nam 2011

(amusingplanet.com)
.Vao thang 1 ndm 2010, mét trdn |6 dat 1on xdy ra tir nguon dia chdn da chén v
lang mac ¢ Attabad, thung liing Hunza, thugc vung Gilgit Baltistan, cach
Islamabad khodng 760km. P4 va dat 16 tao thanh ddp chdn ving thoat niéc cia
séng Hunza, nuéc @ nhanh chong ldp day dén mic sau toi da chirng 100m va tgo
ra mgt ho méi c6 dung tich 306 triéu m3, 1am chét 20 nguoi, khién khodng 6000
nguoi phdi di doi va pha hiy hon 20km dwong cao toc Karakoram — 1a con duwong
duy nhdt két néi dén khu viee xa xdi héo lanh nay.
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A secondary landslide that occurred approximately three weeks after the original
massive landslide.

Vu |6 dat thiz cdp xay ra khodng ba tuan sau vu 1 dat 1én ban dau.
(Inayat Ali (Shimshal)/Pamir Times)

Five months after the disaster, Attabad Lake grew to about 21 km in length. It snakes
along the narrow valley like a massive blue serpent, complementing the spectacular
beauty of the valleys of Gilgit and Hunza already dotted with dozens of beautiful
turquoise mountain lakes.

Nam thang sau tham hoa, hé Attabad @4 cé chiéu dai dat téi khodng 21 km. N6 bo
doc theo thung ling hep nhir mét con rén 16n mau xanh lam, to thém vé dep ngogn
muc cua thung liing Hunza vén da duroc diém xuyét bang hang chuc ho trén ndi mau
ngoc lam tuyét dep



Beautiful turquoise mountain lake  Ho trén nli mau ngoc lam tuyét dep
(en.wikipedia.org)

Until the end of July 2010, 381 houses were ruined; out of which 141 were directly
affected by Attabad landslide, others were submerged due to expansion of the lake.
By the end of May 2010 local authorities excavated a spillway to guide the flow over
the natural dam when fully impounding lake . Until August, 2010, the spillway is
performing well but internal response is unknown.

Cho d@én cuéi thang 7 nam 2010, 4 c6 381 ngdi nha b; pha huiy; Trong d6 141 ngoi
bi anh huwong truc tiép boi |6 dat, nhitng ngdi khac b nhan chim do hé mé réng.
Dén cusi thang 5 nam 2010, chinh quyén dia phuong da khoi mét dwong tran dé
huréng dong chdy tran qua ddp tw nhién khi ho chira day nuéc. Cho dén thang 8 nam
2010, dwong tran van hoat dong tét nhueng phdn iing ra sao ¢ bén trong thi chua ro.

The lake has become a big draw for tourists. A small number of hotels and
guesthouses have sprung up around the lake, and various recreationally activities



such as boating, jet skiing, and fishing take place on the lake. But for those affected
by the landslide, the reality is not quite so picturesque.

A big draw for tourists  Noi ¢6 sizc hit én dai véi khach du lich
(khlongwangchao/Shutterstock.com)

Ho da tré thanh dia diém co sic hat 16n doi véi khach du lich. Mét sé it khach san
va nha ngh/ @& moc 18n xung quanh hé, va cac hoat dong gidi tri khac nhau nhue
chéo thuyén, truzot tuyét bang may va cau cé dién ra trén ho. Nhung déi véi nhiing
nguoi bi danh hueéng béi |6 dat thi thuc té khong hé dep nhur tranh vé.

The Attabad disaster completely submerged four villages—Ainabad, Shishkat,
Gulmit and Gulkin. Apple orchards with trees hundreds of years old, Buddhist relics,
mosques, temples and wooden houses with their carved pillars all drowned in the
lake. The army evacuated local people and temporarily moved them to another
valley. With the highway flooded, vehicles, passengers and cargoes had to ferried



across the water in wooden boats. Although the trip was often a joy for tourists, for
truckers and local residents, it was a major hassle.

Tham hoa Attabad @4 nhan chim hoan toan ban ngdi lang — Ain Ainabad, Shishkat,
Gulmit va Gulkin. Nhzizng viron tao véi nhing cay cé thu hang trém ndm tuéi, cac di
tich Phdt gido, nha tho Héi gido, dén dai va nhing ngbi nha gé véi cay cét dieoc
cham khdc tinh xdo déu bi nhan chim duéi ho. Quan ddi da so tan nguoi dan dia
phuwong va tam thoi di chuyén ho dén mét thung ling khac. Khi dwong cao toc bi
ngdp, xe ¢g, hanh khach va hang héa da phdi védn chuyén nho thuyén gé. Mdc du
khach du lich ludn cam thdy thich thi nhung day la chuyén phién phic 1on doi voi
nhifng tai xé xe tdi va nguoi dan dia phuong.

Wooden boats, sampans,... on lake Thuyén gé, tam ban,...trén ho
(Witthawas_Siri / Shutterstock)

Five years later, the Karakoram Highway was diverted along the shores of the lake,
and the lives of the people are now starting to return back to normal.



Ndm nam sau, dwong cao toc Karakoram duwoc chuyén huéng chay doc theo bo ho
VA cudc song cua nguoi dan hién da bt dau tro lai binh thuong.

i . g
.I

Five years later.... Nam nam sau.... (MisterTon / Shutterstock)

(continued  con tiép)
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