The trees keeping Vietnam afloat
Nhirng loai cay giir cho Viét Nam khoi bi ngap

Erin Craig (BBC Travel)
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Rising sea levels threaten key coastal areas like the Mekong Delta, which produces
the majority of Vietnam’s rice. The only thing standing between the country and
the ocean is a tree.

It was overcast, and Hoi An’s colours softened like a watercolour painting. I paused
for the requisite photo of the red Japanese Bridge, the city’s landmark. It hung
elegantly between grey clouds and the shimmering canal, a memory from the 1700s
when this Vietnamese city was an international trading port.

Yet as I raised my camera, I wasn’t imagining the picturesque past, but rather a
questionable future.

Hoi An and its neighbouring cities could be under water by the year 2100

Hoi An va cdc thanh phé gan d6 cé thé bi ngdp nwée vao ndm 2100

Muec nwéc bién ding cao dang de doa nhin chim ving Pong bang séng Ciiu
Long, vwa lia chinh ciia Viét Nam. Va diéu duy nhit givip cho viing dit nay chéng
choi vdi nuwéce bién lai la mét lodi cdy.
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Séc mau Hoi An trong mot ngay u am trong diu lai nhu mot birc tranh mau nudc.
To1 dung lai chup hinh cay cAu Nhat Ban mau d6 , mot diém nhén caa thanh phé.
Cay céu limg lo duyén dang gitta nhimg ddm may xam va dong kénh long lanh, ky
trc tir nhitng nam 1700 khi thanh phd nay ctia Viét Nam con 1a mot cang giao thuong
quoc te.

Khi cdm may anh 1én, t6i khong tudng tuong vé qua khir dep nhu tranh ma lai nghi
t61 trong lai con nghi van.

Vietnam is in danger. Rising sea levels pose a huge threat to this coastal country. In
less than 100 years much of southern Vietnam’s Mekong Delta — the heart of the
nation’s rice production — could go the way of Atlantis. It predicted that the ocean
will swallow more than a third of the region by the year 2100, taking a swath of Ho
Chi Minh City with it. Halfway up the coast from the Mekong Delta, Hoi An’s
prognosis is better, but it’s not immune. The city sits where the Thu Bon River meets
the sea. Its inhabitants are already used to hauling furniture upstairs during seasonal
floods.

Viét Nam dang hiém nguy. Muc nudc bién dang 1én dang 1a mdi de doa to 16n ddi
v6i dat nude bén bo bién nay. Khong day 100 nam nira, phan 16n ving dong bang
song Ctru Long & mién nam Viét Nam — tdm diém san xuét lta gao cua dit nude -
6 thé s& bién méat cung luc dia Atlantis. Nguo1 ta du doan dén nam 2100 nude bién
s& nudt mat hon mot phan ba ving nay, lem vao ca mot phan Thanh phé H6 Chi
Minh. Nam & do cao kha hon so voi dong bang song Ciru Long, Hoi An duogc cho 1a
s& kha hon, nhung khong phai 1a mién nhiém. Thanh phd toa lac & chd song Thu
Bon db ra bién. Cu dan noi nay dd quen voi viée phai dua d6 dac 1én tang trén trong
nhitng tran i theo mua.

With a dire forecast and limited resources, Vietnam doesn’t have a lot of options. It
is said that the best bet was to plant more mangrove trees. Mangroves are the climate
superheroes of the arboreal world. They grow in swamps along the coasts: thin
trunks and tangled, spidery roots submerged in dark, briny water. The roots filter
saltwater and can expand eroded coastlines. They also create natural storm barriers
and protect agricultural land from saltwater infiltration. And on top of everything
else, mangroves are atmospheric vacuum cleaners, pulling unparalleled amounts of
carbon dioxide from the air. "The organic carbon stocks stored in mangrove
ecosystems are three to five times larger than other forest types," confirmed Sigit



Sasmito, a researcher with the Center for International Forestry Research and
Charles Darwin University in Australia.

Vi du doan vé thoi tiét khic nghiét va nhitng ngudn lyc han ché, Viét Nam khong
c¢6 nhiéu Iya chon. Ngudi ta ndi rang c6 1& diéu tot nhat c6 thé lam 1a tréng thém
rimg ngdp man. Cac loai cay ngdp min 13 siéu anh hung vé khi hau trong thé gi6i
thue vat. Chung 16n 1én & cac viung dam lay doc bo bién: nhitng than ciy manh va
quan 10i vao nhau, nhimng bo ré nhang nhit chim trong nudc téi va man. Bo ré cia
chung loc nude bién va lan rong téi ving bo bi 16 x6i. Chiing ciing tao nén nhing
rao chin ty nhién chéng bio, bao vé dat nong nghiép khoi b1 xam nhap man. Va trén
hét, cAy ngdp man chinh 13 bo loc khi quyén, giup xu Iy mot lugng 16n chit carbon
dioxide trong khong khi. "Luong carbon ty nhién dugc giir lai trong hé sinh thai &
rimg ngdp min cao hon tir ba dén nim lan lugng khi ma cac loai rimg khéac xir 1y
duoc," Sigit Sasmito, nha nghién ctru tir Trung tdm Nghién ciru Ring Qudc té va
Pai hoc Charles Darwin tai Australia, xac nhan.

Mangrove forests protect coastlines by acting as natural storm barriers.
Rirng ngdp mdn bdo vé bo bién nhw nhitng rdo chan tir nhién chéng bdo

( to be continued con tiép)
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