The trees keeping Vietnam afloat
Nhirng loai cay giir cho Viét Nam khoi bi ngap
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"The organic carbon stocks stored in mangrove ecosystems are three to five times
larger than other forest types," confirmed Sigit Sasmito, a researcher with the Center
for International Forestry Research and Charles Darwin University in Australia.

However, Vietnam has lost more than half its mangrove forests since the 1940s,
largely to aquafarming and urban development. It’s the eternal conundrum of
environmentalism in developing economies: eat now or breathe later?

Clearing land for shrimp farms might be beneficial in the short term. But intact
forests are hugely profitable to the fishing industry at large: by keeping salinity
levels in check, mangrove forests promote tremendous biodiversity, which means
more kinds of fish to catch.

Mangrove roots filter saltwater and promote fish biodiversity
Ré cdy ngdp man loc nude bién va givip cdi thién da dang sinh hoc cd
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"Lugng carbon ty nhién dugc giir lai trong h¢ sinh thai ¢ rung ngdp man cao hon
gap tir ba dén nam 1an luong khi ma cac loai rimg khac xir Iy dugce," Sigit Samito,
nghién ctru vién tai Trung tim Nghién ctru Rung Quéc té va Pai hoc Charles Darwin
tai Australia, xac nhan.

Tuy nhién, Viét Nam d3 mat qua nira cac ring ngdp mian ké tir nhitng nam 1940,
phan 16n do nudi trong thiy san va phat trién d6 thi. D6 1a chuyén thach dé mudn
thud cho cac nha hoat dong vi moi trudng trong cac nén kinh té dang phat trién: an
ngay bay gi¢ hay hit thd sau nay?

Don dat dé nudi tom co thé thu lgi trudc mat. Nhung nhitng khu ring nguyén ven
co loi ich vo cung to 16n cho nganh cé néi chung: vaoi viée duy tri o man & mure
kiém soat duoc, cac khu rung ngap man s¢ cai thién rat nhiéu da dang sinh hoc ma
diéu do s& tao thém nhiéu c4 tom dé danh bat.

"It is estimated that the value of mangrove swamps for Vietnamese inshore fishing
equal up to $440 million each year,” said Dr. Christian Henckes, director of the
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit’s (GIZ) coastal
restoration programmes in Vietnam. But such big, impersonal numbers aren’t
necessarily compelling to small communities. So international organisations like
GIZ seek to make preservation profitable on a local level.

In Hoi An, a group called Mangroves for the Future (MFF) has made strides
awarding grants to local conservation projects. MFF has been active in the Hoi An
area since 2013, working to turn it into an eco-destination to help protect the
mangrove palm forest that separates Hoi An from the sea.

"Uéc tinh gia tri cac khu ¢Am 1ay moc cdy ngdp man phuc vu cho viéc nudi trong
thiy san & Viét Nam tuong duong téi 440 triéu $ mdi nam," TS. Christian Henckes,
Giam dbc cac chuong trinh khoi phuc bd bién tai Viét Nam cua to chtrc Hiép hoi
Hop tic quoc té cua Dic (Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit's - GIZ), n6i. Nhung nhitng con sb 16n bang quo d6 khong miy
hép dan nhimng cong ddng nho. Cho nén cac t6 chirc qudc té nhuw GIZ mudn tim cach
vira bao t6n moi truong dong thoi cling vira dem lai thu nhap cho dan dia phuong.

Tai Hoi An, nhém c6 tén Mangroves for the Future (MFF - Rung ngép man cho
tuong lai) d3 dat duoc nhitng budc tién dai trong viée dua tai trg khong hoan lai cho
cac dy an bao ton tai dia phuong. MFF da tich cuc hoat dong & Ho1 An ké tr 2013



nham bién noi nay thanh diém dén sinh thai gitip bao vé rimg dira nudc ngin cach
Hoi An khoi nudc bién.

Mangrove palms, also called Nipa palms, are a unique part of the mangrove
biosphere: they are the only palm adapted to salty coastal waters. While not as
effective as regular mangrove trees, mangrove palms are still efficient carbon-
dioxide filters and protect the shoreline from storm damage and erosion. Their
feathery, fronded tops rise high above the water, creating a dense forest where locals
cast for small fish and squid.

Dtra nudce, con duogc goi la dira Nipa, 1a mot phﬁn doc dao cua hé sinh quyén rung
ngap man: chung 14 loai cay co duy nhét thich nghi dugc véi nuéec min ving duyén
hai. Tuy khong hiéu qua nhu céc loai cay ngdp man thong thuong khac song dira
nude van hiéu qua trong viéc loc khi carbon dioxide va bao vé bo bién khoi bi tan
pha bdi cac tran bao va tinh trang xat 16. Phan than trén cla cay vuon khoi mat
nuoc, tao thanh khu ring day dac, noi ngu dan co thé tGi cau ca, muec.

Nipa palms are the only palms adapted to salty coastal waters

Dura nuwoc la logi cdy co duy nhat thich nghi dwoc voi nuwoc man ven bién
(to be continued con tiép)
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