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mai nha ¢ Hong
Kong (2)

David Robson

The greens I see today are as lush as anything you would find growing on the ground surface.
Workers from the offices below tend it day-to-day, and after harvest, the fruits of their labour are
sent to a food bank, where they fill lunch boxes for the needy. “We want to share the good products
— not just the leftovers,” says Tsui. On other projects, however, the farmers would take the produce
for themselves.

The greens are as lush as anythmg growing on the ground surface
Nhitng loai rau xanh twoi giong nhw bdt cit loai rau ndo dwoc trong trén mdt dat.

Nhiing loai rau ma toi nhin thay xanh tuoi giéng nhu bat ctr loai rau ndo duoc trong trén mat dat.
Nhitng nhan vién & cac vin phong bén duéi chim séc chiing mdi ngay, va sau khi thu hoach, thanh
qua lao dong cua ho dugc gui dén mot ngan hang luong thyec, tai d6 chiing dugc bo vao hdp dung
sut an trua rdi dem di phan phét cho nhimg ngudi nghéo khé."Chiing t6i muén chia sé nhitng sdn
phéam tot chik khéng chi thire dn thiea," Tsui ndi. Thé nhung & cac dy an khac, nhimng nguoi trong
s& giit lai san pham cho minh.

Truly fresh, locally grown vegetables are something of a luxury in Hong Kong. To demonstrate
why, Tsui points from our rooftop to the rings of mountains that encompass the city. There are the
two bands of dense urban development, straddling the harbour. “5 to 6 million people are squeezed
in these two narrow belts,” he says
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Listening to rural farmers’ instructions
Lang nghe hwong dan cua cdc chiu nong trai

Qua tinh nhiing loai rau cu
twoi trong ¢ dia phuong 1a
thir xa xi & Hong Kong. Dé
giai thich tai sao, Tsui chi
tay tir trén mai nha dén
vong bao cua cic diy nui
quanh thanh phé. C6 2 dai
bang phat trién do thi day
dic quang 1y cang. "5 dén
6 triéu nguwoi song chen
chuc gitra hai vanh dai chat

hep do," dng noi.

Thanks to these crammed
conditions, the city imports
more than 90% of its food —
much of it from mainland
China. But after some well-
publicised cases of food
contamination in China,
more and more people in
Hong Kong are now
looking for locally grown
vegetables. And if they
can’t grow it on the ground,
they have to take it to the
sky.



Do diéu kién séng dong duc nhu thé nén thanh phd phai nhap khau 90% thuc pham tir Trung Quéc
dai lyc. Nhung sau nhiéu vu tai tiéng vé thuc pham nhiém doc tir Trung Qudc, ngay cang nhiéu
ngudi dan tai Hong Kong hién nay dang tim cach trong rau tai chd. Va néu khong thé trong trén
dat, ho phai 1am chuyén d6 & trén cao.

The Rooftop Republic working team try to invite the remaining rural farmers from surrounding
regions, to come and give classes to the city workers. Food production is only one of the project’s
aims, however. Their greater goal is to revolutionise the city’s fast-paced culture. Like most urban
areas, Hong Kong’s society is highly stratified, and its citizens are often isolated to their particular
niche, formed of their colleagues and close friends. The team hope that the farms can help break
through those barriers. “It’s a bit of a social experiment,” says Tsui. “We hope that this rich
knowledge of organic farming practice isn’t lost with them, so they can pass it on and share it with
the community.”

Nhom Rooftop Republic dang ¢b mdi cac chi nong trai tir nhitng ving xung quanh dén dé huin
luyén cach trong trot cho nhing nhan vién vin phong. Tuy nhién san xuat luong thuc khong phai
1a muc tiéu duy nhat ctia dy an. Muyc tiéu 16n hon 1 cach mang hoa van hoa song gap gap ¢ thanh
phd nay. Ciing giéng nhu phan 16n nhitng d6 thi khac, xa hoi Hong Kong phan tang kha o rét,
khién méi cong dan thudng bé hep quanh chd riéng ctia minh gdm cac dong nghiép va ban be than.
Nhom hy vong rang cac nong trai c6 thé gitip pha v& nhiing rao ngan dé. "Piéu nay giong nhi la
mot thir nghiém xd hoi," Tsui noi."Chiing t6i hy vong rang nhitng kién thirc phong phii vé thuc

"

hanh tréﬁg trot hitu co sé khong mat di theo ho, va ho cé thé lruyéﬁ dat, chia se voi cong d511g.
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Joy with fresh vegetables
Vui voi mo rau tuoi

( to be continued con tiép)
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