Hong Kong’s hidden
rooftop farms (4)

Noéng trai khuat trén

4)

David Robson

Ultimately, 7sui’s dream is that a restful break on a rooftop farm will become ingrained in
everyone’s daily routine. “It should be as an analogy of coffee,” says Tsui — something that was
once a luxury, but which became a lifestyle, through sheer convenience. If he had his way, a trip
to the farm would be as essential as a morning caffeine fix. “We do have a mission, in a way — to

make farming cool.”
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Visitors at a rooftop farm - Khach tham quan nong trai trén mai nha

ROt cudc, giac mo cua Tsui la lam sao viéc nghi ngoi thu gian & nong trai trén mai nha s€ trd thanh

thoi quen hang ngay cua tat ca moi nguoi. "Cing twong tw nhw ca phé," Tsui noi - nhitng thur tung
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rat xa xi, nhung sau do tr¢ thanh thoi quen hang ngay nho su tién lgi. Ctr theo y 6ng ta thi nhiing
chuyén tham ndng trai cling s€ can thiét nhu coc ca phé budi sang. "Voi mot cach hiéu nao do, thi

chung toi dang co nhiém vu lam cho nong nghiép tro nén dé gan giii."

To better understand the broader potential for rooftop farming, I later met up with Matthew Pryor
at the Division of Landscape Architecture of the University of Hong Kong (HKU). Originally
from the UK, Pryor moved to Hong Kong 25 years ago. “The pace of it, the intensity become
addictive — you don’t love it but you can’t do without it.”

Dé hiéu hon vé tiém ning rong cua ¥ tudng trong trot trén mai nha, téi da gip Matthew Pryor &
Khoa Kién triic Canh quan ctia DPai hoc Hong Kong (HKU). Pryor, mot ngudi gbe Anh, dd chuyén
dén Hong Kong tir 25 nim trude. "Nhip song cuong nhiét & day rat dé gdy nghién - ban khéng yéu

thich no, nhung ban khong thé song thiéu no."

A restful break on a rooftop farm will become an analogy of coffee
Nghi ngoi thu gian ¢ néng trai trén mdi nha sé tro thanh thoi quen twong tw nhu ca phé

I catch Pryor when he is hard at work on his current project. He attempts to estimate the total space
that could be devoted to rooftop farms. His first estimates are surprisingly vast — 695 hectares in
total, nearly five times the size of London’s Hyde Park or twice the size of New York’s Central
Park. “Now the total ground level farmable land in Hong Kong was about 420 hectares,” he says.
“So there’s more on the roof than there is on the ground.”

T6i gap Pryor giita lic ong dang miét mai cho mot du an méi. Ong cb gang wdc tinh khoang khong
gian trong thanh phé c6 thé duoc dung 1am ndng trai trén mai nha. Dién tich udc tinh ban du cua
ong kha 16n, khoang 695 hecta, gan gip 5 1an quy mo Hyde Park & London hay Central Park &
New York. "Hién nay téng dién tich trén mdt dat cé thé sir dung dé trong trot & Hong Kong chi

vao khoang 420 hecta," ong n6i. "Nhw vay con co nhiéu cho trén noc nha hon la ¢ dwoi dat."



Pryor has conducted a series of surveys of the rooftop farms in Hong Kong — finding around 60
ones in progress so far. “What attracts me to this is that they are completely unconnected,
spontaneous — 60 groups who have had the same idea, at the same time, and they ve done it.”

Pryor da thuc hién mot chudi khao sat d6i v6i cac nong trai trén mai nha & Hong Kong va dén ltc
ay da tim thay 60 nong trai dang trong qua trinh hinh thanh. "Piéu hdp dan téi la nhitng noi nay

hoan toan tw y lam, khong lién ket voi nhau - 60 nhom voi y twong giong nhau va ho da thuc hién

¥y twong do gan nhw cung luc."

There’s more farmable land on the roof than on the ground in Hong Kong
Co nhiéu cho trong cay trén noc nha hon la duoi dat o Hong Kong

( to be continued con tiép)

A.H.A. gioi thiéu





